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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Set forth below in ascending order, with status identifiers, is a complete listing of all 
claims currently under examination. Changes to any amended claims are indicated by 
strikethrough and underlining. This listing also reflects any cancellation and/or addition of 
claims. 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) 

A method for controlling access to a product, the method comprising: 

(a) receiving a r e qu e st for a product from a requ e stor; 

(b) g e n e rating, substantially at the time th e r e qu e st is r e c e iv e d, a license string that 

controls access to the product, the license string being generated by encoding at l e ast on e of: (i) 
information associated with the product; and (ii) information associat e d with th e r e qu e st, 
wh e r e in generating th e lic e ns e string compri ses using a cryptographic process to g e n e rat e th e 
lic e ns e string that controls acc e ss to th e product and wherein the cryptographic proc e ss g e n e rat e s 
th e lic e ns e string b y encoding information corresponding to at least one of: 

a date of creation of the product; 

a version of the product; 

a date of athe reques t for the product ; and 

a date of generation of the license string; 

(b) verifying the license string by: 

decoding the license string to identify the information: and 
determining that the information is within a valid range; and 

(c) allowing access to the product based on verifying transmitting the license string4e 
th e r e qu e stor . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 further comprising providing a dialog box, and w herein receiving 
the license stringr equest comprises receiving the license stringy equest via the dialog boxa 
distribut e d communications network . 
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Claim 3 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 further comprising providing an entry field, and wherein receiving 
the license stringy equesi comprises receiving the license string via the entry field p avm o nt 
information from the requ e stor . 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 13- wherein the cryptographic process generates the license string by 
encodin g furthcr comprising verifying the r e c e iv e d paym e nt information using block ciphers . 

Claim 5 (Canceled) 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 wherein the cryptographic process generates the license string by 
encoding the information as a character text string. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 wherein the cryptographic process generates the license string^-the 
lic e n se string b e ing e ncod e d by encoding the information as an upper case alphanumeric string 
excluding capital O, capital I, and numbers 0 and 1 . 

Claim 8 (Canceled) 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 wherein the license string includes a first checksum validation 
information , and verifying the license string comprises generating a second checksum based on 
the information and comparing the second checksum with the first checksum . 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented) 

The method of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to a single facility. 
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Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented) 

The method of claim 1 wherein the license string controls access to a plurality of 
facilities. 

Claim 12 (Canceled) 

Claim 1 3 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 1 wherein access to the product is allowed functions for only a 
predetermined period of time in the absence of verifvingi f the license strin g is not e nt e r e d into 
th e product . 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) 

The method of claim 13 wherein allowing access to the product comprises allowing 
access to t h e lic e ns e string e nabl e s the product to function b eyond the predetermined period of 
time. 

Claims 15-50 (Canceled) 
Claim 51 (New) 

A method for controlling access to a product, the method comprising: 

(a) receiving a license string that controls access to the product, the license string 
being generated by encrypting: 

a first information item associated with the product; and 

a second information item associated with a request for the product; 

(b) verifying the license string by: 

decrypting the license string to identify the first information item and the 
second information item; 

determining that the first information item is within a first valid range; and 
determining that the second information item is within a second valid 

range; and 

(c) allowing access to the product based on verifying the license string. 
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Claim 52 (New) 

The method of claim 51 further comprising providing an entry field, and wherein 
receiving the license string comprises receiving the license string via the entry field. 

Claim 53 (New) 

The method of claim 51 wherein the license string is generated by encrypting the first 
information item and the second information item using a cryptographic process. 

Claim 54 (New) 

The method of claim 51 wherein the license string is generated by encrypting the first 
information item and the second information item as an alphanumeric string excluding capital O, 
capital I, and numbers 0 and 1 . 

Claim 55 (New) 

The method of claim 51 wherein the first information item corresponds to at least one of: 
a date of creation of the product; and 
a version of the product. 

Claim 56 (New) 

The method of claim 51 wherein the second information item corresponds to at least one 

of: 

a date of the request for the product; and 
a date of generation of the license string. 

Claim 57 (New) 

The method of claim 51 wherein the license string includes a first checksum, and 
verifying the license string comprises generating a second checksum based on the first 
information item and the second information item and comparing the second checksum with the 
first checksum. 
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